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From the Executive Director
Dear Friends and Supporters of Yspaniola,

Since our beginnings as a student group in 2005, Yspaniola has worked to become an organization
that addresses the widespread denial of civil and human rights to residents of bateys and other
marginalized communities in the Dominican Republic. We believe — after years of learning,
challenges, and growth — that by creating quality educational programs and encouraging civic
participation, we can support the community action necessary for change.

Yspaniola’s short-term goal is to create access to quality education for all members of Batey Libertad,
from pre-K classes to university scholarships to adult education. We began with our University
Scholarship Program, which continues to provide full scholarships and extracurricular tutoring to
four exceptional students from the community. Over the past year and a half, we have founded a
Learning Center in the community, which provides literacy classes to 50 children between the ages
of 5 and 14 and English classes to young adults. In the next year, Yspaniola will focus on building
the Center’s capacity by hiring Dominican teachers, creating curricula that develop students' reading
and writing skills and encourages critical thinking, and supporting healthy emotional development
by hiring a social worker to help children who are behaviorally challenged.

As we develop educational programming in Batey Libertad, it is essential that we share our work
through service-learning trips and volunteer programs to raise awareness about bateys and the
situation their residents face in the Dominican Republic. Long-lasting, structural change will happen
only by encouraging civic participation among Dominicans, residents of bateys, and international
visitors.

In September, the Dominican Republic’s Supreme Court of Justice stripped citizenship from 200,000
people of Haitian descent. The decision was a blow to the movement for social justice and equal
rights in the Dominican Republic. Nevertheless, the overwhelming response by students, the media,
activists, and citizens demonstrates just how much potential the movement has. Yspaniola is part of
this movement. By increasing access to quality education in Batey Libertad, we increase economic
opportunities and social capital. Our long-term goal is to replicate these programs in other bateys
and marginalized communities across the country to create a network of communities with access to
quality education and social and economic capital, so that individuals can advocate and act on their
own behalf to petition their government for change. Concurrently, we will continue to work to
strengthen the Dominican and international coalition that supports civil and human rights for these
communities.

We thank you for your support and generosity thus far. Our work is possible only because of your
encouragement, and we are very grateful. We also need your help moving forward. As you read
through these pages, we ask that you share with us a vision for what is possible in Batey Libertad
and other communities in the Dominican Republic and consider what you can do to be part of this
change.

If you have any comments, suggestions, or questions, please do not hesitate to be in touch.

Sincerely,
Jonathan DiMaio
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30.2% of children from
bateys complete primary school

21% of youth in bateys attend
secondary school, compared to
the national average of
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University Scholars



Service Learning

In Numbers







Looking Forward
The Learning Center

Dominican Volunteer Program

University Scholars



Yspaniola Financials
Where Your Contributions Go
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Board of Directors

Thank you to ALL those who have helped us make a difference!
Local Team



Thank you to ALL those who have helped us make a difference!



Contact Us

Your support makes a difference




