
2020 has been a difficult year for all of us. The 
pandemic has affected our physical and emotional 
wellbeing in myriad ways, and has also thrown the 
systemic inequality in our world into sharp relief. The 
undeniably devastating impact of these inequities 
during the pandemic and the ongoing international 
movement for racial justice call on us all to take 
concrete action to fight systemic racism and the other 
inequities that are endemic to our social systems. After 
a year that has been challenging for everyone, but 
unquestionably much more challenging for some than 
for others, we owe it to each other to keep up the fight.
 
At Yspaniola, the pandemic upended our funding 
structure. Without experiential and service-learning 
trips, which have provided up to 25% of our funding 
in the past, we had to call on our supporters in ways 
we hadn’t before so that we could provide ongoing 
support to the families and students of Batey Libertad. 
Your commitment to our work and to the community 
during this time—combined with the incredible 
dedication and creativity of our staff—allowed us 
to adapt our programs to meet acute needs while 
continuing to support our students to gain the skills 
they need to be successful.  
 
As a teacher, I know that the question of how schools 
should adapt to the pandemic is exceedingly difficult. 
In many ways, there are no good answers. However, 
I have stood in awe of the flexibility and innovation 
demonstrated by the Yspaniola team’s response to 

the challenges of this year. I hope you will read on to 
learn more about the ways in which our staff were 
able to see this moment as an opportunity to build 
stronger relationships with students, families, and the 
community as a whole. 
 
We are always so appreciative of your support, but 
this year we are especially grateful. Your monetary 
contributions and participation in our COVID food 
relief appeal in May allowed us to provide greatly 
needed support to families with no formal safety net 
who struggled when much of the economy shut down. 
As our precarious funding situation and community 
food insecurity have continued into the fall and winter, 
your ongoing generosity has made it possible for us to 
pay our staff and provide healthy food to our students 
each day, along with additional weekly food provision 
to families. 

In a year more challenging than any in recent memory, 
your commitment to our work allowed us to continue 
to move forward toward our vision of a more inclusive 
Dominican Republic, where all individuals have access 
to quality education and full citizenship. Thank you!

Cory Anne Fox
Yspaniola
Board of Directors
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Year in Review

Yspaniola kicked off the school 
year serving 166 students in our 
Preschool, Learning Center and 
the Batey Libertad Public School. 
Average class attendance was high, 
at 82%. We trained 14 student 
mentors to support children learning 
to read and write one-on-one.

Valley Presbyterian 
Church took part in a 
Service and Learning 
trip to build connections 
in the community and 
install hand-washing sinks 
and a water tank in our 
preschool park.

We launched an urgent 
fundraising appeal and 
delivered community 
assistance. We stimulated 
the local economy by 
distributing food tickets 
exchangeable at local 
stores.

With no summer camp or trips, we found 
significant challenges to generating 
income. A severe financial outlook 
prompted us to make painful cuts to staff 
and programs. Meanwhile, Rosalinda 
was awarded $10,000 by the Canada 
Fund to carry out her women’s economic 
empowerment project.

Yspaniola started the academic 
year with 12 staff, rather than 18. 
We rolled out a series of socially-
distanced educational models, 
including small-group literacy 
classes and “Learn from Home” 
competitions, and welcomed new 
University Scholar, Fedrina.

Julio, our Operations Director, delivered 
a 6-week course for local youth on how 
to design community programs. As a 
result, Yspaniola Scholar Rosalinda wrote 
her own project proposal for women’s 
empowerment in the batey.

We are proud to have a visionary leader for women’s rights 
like Rosalinda as an Yspaniola University Scholar. Rosa has 
spent this year working alongside the Canadian embassy to 
develop programming to empower women in Batey Libertad. 
Reflecting on workshops delivered by Yspaniola’s Operations 
Director, Rosa says, “Julio’s lessons helped me a lot to develop 
my own project.” She applied this training towards educating 
women on financial literacy and how to gain financial 
independence. Rosa says, “I want the women of Batey 
Libertad to create their own company. This would be a great 
step for them- to be able to employ themselves and reinvest in 
the community. These opportunities don’t come to us; we need 
to make them happen.”

Arisleidy, aged 7, is on the cusp of becoming literate. 
Her progression would have halted abruptly if we 
had not implemented our small-group, socially-
distant, COVID-informed literacy classes. Meeting 
with her teacher Mayra four times a week, Arisleidy 
enjoys personalized support. Reflecting on these 
past months of learning, Arisleidy says: “Before, I did 
not know how to read, but Mayra and Yspaniola have 
helped me to read.”

Yudelka, aged 13, has been involved in Yspaniola’s 
programming since she can remember. She 
recently won first prize in one of our “Learn at 
Home” competitions, aimed at encouraging 
students’ enthusiasm for learning while we can’t 
offer classes to everyone. Yudelka says: “I hope 
that the pandemic ends really soon, because I 
want to get back to school and hug my friends and 
teachers. But for now, we have to stay at home and 
social distance. I’m going to keep taking part in the 
Yspaniola competitions, because I would love to win 
a mini-speaker!”

The COVID-19 pandemic forced us 
to end our school year early. Many 
parents found themselves with no 
work and no savings; the situation 
for many students was critical.

We enacted a second phase of COVID-19 
community assistance and surveyed 
households to better understand their 
needs. The data we collected shows that 
the community has grown from 208 
households in our 2016 census, to at 
least 308 in summer 2020.

Our new international fellow, Zach, 
began his year with Yspaniola. Our 
back to school campaign raised 
$3,074 for COVID-safe education. 
The Dominican Ministry of Education 
announced a fully virtual school year.
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Yudelka, a remote learnerYspaniola team, November 2020

Arisleidy, a budding reader

Rosalinda (second from right) with 
Mujeres en Desarrollo Dominicana, 
after delivering a workshop



Yspaniola appreciates the importance of local voices and 
agency within our leadership structure. After three years 
as Yspaniola’s Operations Director, this summer Julio 
Louis was awarded a prestigious Chevening Scholarship 
to pursue a Master’s degree in Business Strategy and 
Entrepreneurship at the University of Cardiff, UK.

Julio’s dedication to learning led him to become one of 
our first University Scholars, graduating in 2014. During 
his directorship at Yspaniola, he excelled at guiding 
current University Scholars and developing Yspaniola 
from a community-informed perspective.

With Julio’s departure, Mirian Rodríguez, our 
Administrative Manager, has taken over the leadership 
of our University Scholarship Program. A talented leader 
also born and raised in Batey Libertad, Mirian is excited 
to invest in our scholars’ computer literacy, thematic 
writing, and individual academic performance.

In August, the Ministry of Education declared a year 
of virtual learning. Students throughout Dominican 
Republic have been instructed to fill out workbooks 
and take classes through television, internet, or radio 
from home.

The Dominican government is calling on parents to 
support their children’s learning. Few parents in the 
batey, however, are able to provide spaces conducive 
to learning, access to televisions and internet, or 
literacy training when they themselves are not literate.

The dramatic educational inequity emerging from this 
academic school year highlights the importance of 
Yspaniola’s programming. We are committed to doing 
all that we can to support student learning and see a 
fully literate Batey Libertad.

Community Leaders Drive Yspaniola

A Year of At-Home Learning

Julio welcomes Fedrina, our 
new University Scholar

Yohanna teaches 
preschool students

Students wait in line for class Mayra teaches phonetics Yudithe washes her hands



Expenses
$160,359

Income
$194,689

Yspaniola experienced signifi cant fi nancial 
challenges this year. Regular supporters may notice 
a drop in both our income and expenses. The 
COVID-19 crisis has greatly impacted our income, 
especially as we are unable to host experiential and 
service-learning trips in the community, and for this 
reason we continue operating at reduced capacity. 

We are deeply grateful for the many loyal donors 
who have been by our side and showed your belief 
in our work for many years. Additionally, the many 
generous gifts to our two COVID-19 appeals this 
year enabled us to keep staff  on payroll and to 
create COVID-safe classrooms for students in Batey 
Libertad this fall. Without you, our work would truly 
not be possible: thank you!

Our annual festive fundraiser will take place from 
December 26th, 2020 - January 2nd, 2021. We 
hope that you will make a gift to help sustain our 
education programs in 2021!

Checks payable to “Yspaniola” can be mailed to our 
new address:

Yspaniola Inc. c/o Cynthia So-Armah
33 Seaverns Ave.
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Holiday Match Campaign

Batey Libertad 
Learning Center
$77,927 / 49%

University Scholarships Program
$20,830 / 13%

COVID-19 
Community 
Assistance

$14,273 / 9%

Experiential & 
Service-Learning 

Trips
$12,916 / 7%Donations

$72,308 / 37%

Sale of Assets
$7,099 / 4%

Foundation 
Grants

$96,735 / 49%

Events & Corporations
$5,631 / 3%

Fundraising & Outreach
$13,724 / 9%

Administrative Costs
$11,631 / 7%

Experiential & 
Service-Learning 

Trips
$21,974 / 13%

Financials For the fi scal year:
October 1st, 2019 - September 30, 2020



The Yspaniola Circle
($10,000+)

Anonymous
Bulldog Ventures, Ltd
Daniel and Miriam DiMaio
Educating Latin America Adolescents
Fidelity
Valley Presbyterian Church

The Learning Center Circle
($2,000 - $9,999)

Chelsea Purvis and Alnawaz Jiwa
Cory Anne Fox
Drs. Cynthia and Kaku So-Armah
Humberstone International, Inc.
Jonathan DiMaio
Sarah Kabay
Stephen Wirth
Wardell Family Foundation
William G Harbison Private Foundation

The Scholarship Circle
($750 - $1,999)

Bill and Helen Gleason
Craig Cornelius & Ann Hadden-Cornelius
Ellen and Rick Greubel
GoFundMe Charity
Jeff rey and Bridget Wirth
John Hertzer
Kenille Baumgardner
Tracy Griffi  n
Vincent Granata

The Batey Libertad Circle
($200-$749)

Akash Shah, Andrew and Steph So, Andrew Garling, Andrew MacGregor, Anup Patel, Barbara Tober, Ben Cotton, Benoit Bosc, David and Ann 
Golden, Dr. Amy and Manfred Wiegandt, Dr. Kathryn Anastos, Dr. Yuen and Mrs. Susan So, Drs. Pam and Charles Swearingen, Eamon McGoldrick, 
Elise and Eric Fields, Hannah and Jack Leckman, Isaac Bloch, Jama Allegretto, Joanne Nathans, Julia Delgado, Lucyna de Barbaro and Ayres 
Freitas, Madeline Richer, Margot Stone-Condry, Mary Louise Nunes and Randall Mello, Matt Denton, Michael Kocan, Mike Bresnahan and Maria 
Lopez-Bresnahan, Patricia Pion, Raj Chetty, Rebecca Bextel, Sarah Kuras, Shelton, Scott And Amma Oakley Hersey, Sibyl Harwood, Sophie Crane, 
Stephanie Hoos, Steve Pilcher, The Lopez-Zubiri Family, W. Gerald McElroy and Family, Wolfram Anders and Michele Manatt, Zelle LLP

The Esperanza Circle
($50 - $199)

Anonymous donors, Aidan Leahy, Aimee Gray, Alaina Sparks, Alice Chiang, Amelia Anderson, Amy Belfer, Andrew and Kathy Sparks, Anne Sparks, 
Anonymous, Anthony Stranack, Antonio L. Ingram II, Bob and Jane Gleason, Brian Schillinger, Caitlyn Fernandes, Carol Argento, Catarina Santos, 
Catherine Allen, Celso Perez, Chaitanya Mehra, Charles Kimsal, Chelsea Muir, Chris Houser and Emily Bower, Chris Morris, Christina Lambrou, 
Cole Oldenburg, Courtney Kase, CSJ Media Publishing, Daniel Rusotto, Daphney Jean, Dara Security, Darina Petrova, Dasha Kasow, David 
Whiteside, Dawn Denton, Deborah Lynnmoore, Deirdre Gordon, Doris Cross, Dr. Helen Loeser, Dr. Kevin Sullivan, Dr. Sona Shilpakar, Drs. Simeon 
Kimmel and Davida Schiff , Elba Ceballo, Eligene and Shamicka Paul, Elizabeth Kass, Elizabeth Prosser, Ella Brathwaite, Ellen Sherrod, Emily 
Bower and Chris Houser, Emma Guppy, Gabriel Schoenfeld, Gordon Delaney, Gracia Vargas, Haile Bekele, Heide Cruikshank, Holly Leith, Howard 
Lipoff , Ibitisam M Saleh, Iris and Ken Goodman, James Silk, James Spruill, Jeanne and John Conboy, Jennifer and Eric Goldman, Jenny Harbert, 
Joel Hilario, John Porter, Julian Prosser, Katie and Dave O’Neil, Katie Thompson, Kayla Hughes, Kellie and Dale du Preez, Kenneth Belfer, Kennisa 
Ragland, Krissy Hudgins, Laurie-Ann Agama, Leslie Belfer, Lina Ayenew, Linda Foxworthy, Lissette Treanor, Luke Musgrave, Maeve Mangine, Maile 
Tavepholjalem, Mara Horwitz and Sid Ravinulata, Mary Ann Denton, Mary-Christine Sullivan, Max Clermont, Megan Herdt, Michael Cordova, 
Michael Mahaff ey, Michael Vaughn, Miriam Erlich, Modesto Montero, Nana Opare-Ayittey, Naomi Freeman, Nathalie Michel, Network for Good, 
Nicolas Moscoso, Nicolle Nestler, Norma Prosser, Paola Pelletier, PayPal Giving Fund,Perry Sayles, Peter Whitehouse, Rebekah Emanuel, Richard 
L Murphy, Roni Rodman, Rosie and Joe Adey, Ryan Almeida, Sacha Ndiaye, Sam Taylor, Samantha Lewin, Sami Scheetz, Samuel Slavin and Bushra 
Taha, Sandra Gray, Sandy Placido, Sara Schwartz, Sparks & Associates Inc., Steve Altarescu, Susan Compton, Susie Porter, Taylor Purvis, Victoria 
Anders, Wendy Reynoso, Yolanda Leon, Zachary Denton, Zahir Jiwa, Zheyao Li

Special Thanks to:

Special thanks to Amy Belfer, Margaux Maxwell, Mia Lopez-Zubiri, Zachary Denton, Sophie Crane, The Bruxton Group, Valley Presbyterian Church 
and Yale Alumni Service Corps.

Our dedicated Board of Directors:

Cynthia So-Armah (Chairwoman), Chelsea Purvis, Cory Anne Fox, Elisa Istueta, Gerald McElroy, Gracia Vargas, Jonathan DiMaio, Sarah Kabay, 
Silvio Torres-Saillant (Honorary Chairman), Stephen Wirth, Tanya Liselle Martinez, Wendy Reynoso

Thank you for making our work possible, 
during this most diffi  cult of years!


