December 7th, 2022

Report on a raid, arrests, and expulsions carried out in Batey Libertad, Dominican
Republic on December 7, 2022.

This report details a new raid, detentions and expulsions of people carried out in Batey Llbertad
in the northwest of the Dominican Republic on Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at 3:00 am. The
same community also experienced similar raids on December 6, 2022 at 2:00am and November
30, 2022 at 3:00am. All of the information presented here comes from the eyewitness testimony
of community residents.

At approximately 3:00 a.m. on December 7, 2022, a military-type truck entered Batey Libertad,
and a Daihatsu stopped outside the community on the highway. Five people dressed in black
clothes got out of these vehicles and started knocking on doors. When the occupants came out
of their houses, the men dressed in black detained them by force and took them away in the
truck.

Eyewitnesses reported that soldiers detained people without verifying their identity cards, and
that several soldiers were physically assaulting (beating) detainees.

Evewitn he D mber 7, 2022 raid:

Witness 1: Marise

“They knocked on the door and we opened it and they came inside. They asked him [my
husband] if he had documents and he showed him the documents and he took them. He took his
documents with him. They grabbed my husband forcefully and pulled him outside. | went
outside, they were checking the other house, and something in my soul told me to go back into
my house. Then | saw through the door that they were beating the man they grabbed in front.
And then they took him away. Later | saw that there was blood on the floor of the door. | don't
know if my husband cut himself inside or what happened.”

Witness 2: Emilio

“The last day they came, the supposed immigration, [...] they were on that side knocking on
doors. And when Sasly came out to show his ID, they grabbed him by the collar of his t-shirt and
were beating him on the head. He was accompanied by a friend of mine, he had his ID card in
his hand and they took him but did not hit him. He had an injury to his foot from trying to run [to
flee]. When we went to try to talk to them so they wouldn’t beat him any more, they did not want
to listen.

They wear clothes like Immigration but they are not real Immigration. There were some who
were hooded. They just wear black polo shirts.



There was a van and a Daihatsu. The Daihatsu was left outside on the road and there were
about 5 of them who walked in.”

Links to videos on the local news of Batey Libertad residents discussing the raids and
condemning them:

e Video 1

e Video 2

Click here to skip to the English version of this report.

7 de diciembre de 2022

Informe sobre una redada, detenciones y expulsiones realizadas en Batey Libertad,
Republica Dominicana el 7 de diciembre de 2022.

Este informe detalla una nueva redada, detencién y expulsion de personas realizada en Batey
Libertad en el noroeste de la Republica Dominicana el miércoles 7 de diciembre de 2022 a las
3:00 am. La misma comunidad también experiment6 redadas parecidas el 6 de diciembre de
2022 a las 2:00am y el 30 de noviembre de 2022 a las 3:00 am. Toda la informacién que se
presenta aqui proviene del testimonio de testigos oculares de los residentes de la comunidad.

Aproximadamente a las 03:00 horas del 7 de diciembre de 2022, una camioneta tipo militar
ingreso al Batey Libertad, y un Daihatsu se paré afuera de la comunidad en la carretera. Cinco
personas vestidas en ropa negra salieron de estos vehiculos y empezaron a tocar puertas.
Cuando salieron los ocupantes de sus casas, los hombres vestidos de negro los detuvieron por
la fuerza y los llevo en la camioneta.

Testigos presenciales informaron que los soldados detuvieron a personas sin verificar sus
carnets de identidad, y que varios soldados estaban agrediendo (golpeando) fisicamente a
detenidos.

Testigos presenciales de la redada del 7 de diciembre de 2022:

Testigo 1: Marise

Tocan la puerta y nosotros abrimos y se metieron adentro. Le preguntaron [a mi esposo] si tenia
documentos y él le ensefid los documentos y el lo llevo como quiera. El se llevo sus
documentos con él. Ellos agarraron a mi esposo fuerte y lo sacaron para fuera. Sali pa fuera,
ellos estaban revisando la otra casa, y algo en mi alma me dijo que entre mi casa de nuevo.
Entonces yo vi por la puerta que le estaban dando golpes al sefior que agarraron al frente. Y
después se lo llevaron. Después vi que habia sangre en el piso de la puerta, yo no se si mi
esposo se cortd adentro o que paso.


https://www.facebook.com/100086591828123/videos/473823461491464/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/100009340909356/posts/pfbid06WwQSfk86huaxCNfKaVNjykn1dwqqHxMzQYtX6tGtGYruyM4ifx2roaaujUnrUMzl/?d=w&mibextid=j8LeHn

Testigo 2: Emilio

“El ultimo dia que llegaron, lo que dicen supuestamente que son la migracion, [...] estaban de
aquel lado tocando puertas. Y cuando salié Sasly para ensefar su carnet, le agarraron por el
cuello de su poloche y le estaban dando golpes en la cabeza. El estaba acompafiado por un
amigo mio, él tenia su carnet en su mano y le llevaron pero no le dieron golpes. El tuvo una
herida en su pie por intentar correr [para huir]. Cuando fuimos a tratar de hablar con ellos para
no darle mas golpes no querian escuchar.

Ellos ponen como la migracién pero no son migracion de verdad. Habia algunos que estaban
encapuchados. Solamente [ttenian] poloche negro.

Habia una camioneta y un Daihatsu. El Daihatsu dejaron afuera en la carretera y eran como 5
que entraron caminando.”

Vinculos a videos en las noticias locales de residentes de Batey Libertad discutiendo los
allanamientos y condenandolos:

e Video 1

e Video 2

Contact jon@yspaniola.org for more information or to be put in contact with residents of Batey
Libertad who were affected by these events.
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